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Resolved, that the secretary of !ltate be requested to forward one copy 
of this memorial to each of our SE'nators and l'eprE'sentati,('s and one copy 
to the Hon. S. A. Douglass. 

Approved, January 28th, 1851. 

)1E~fORIAL NO.5. 

)tEMORIAL to congress for a grant of land In aid of the construction of the Burlington 
and Fort Desmolnes rail road. 

To tke Senate and House of Rrpresenfaiil'l'S of the U nifrd Htat(.~. 

Your memorialists, the gcmeral assembl~' of the stllte of Iowa. respectfully 
represent to your honorable body that an elll'r)!ctic effort is now being madE' 
to secure the construction of a rail road from Burlingtoll to Fort Des Moines 
in this state, with a branch to Keosauqua ill Van Buren I'olllltr. That thE' 
proposed road will pass through thE' most wealth~' and populolls portions of 
the state, and over a route eminently adapted to tilt> alh'llntageous ('onstrnc 
tion of a work of this character. That. Burlington is unsurpassed in popula. 
Jation, wealth and enterprise by any town in the state, and is moreover on 
one of tJte great natural lines of projected rail road communication betweE'D 
the east and the west, and which there are many reasons to suppose wiD 
be found on examination to be the most feasible and ndYalltllgeous rout(­
of all, as it passes through a more wealthy and populous C()Ulltr~' than any 
other of the contemplated routes through r:!651 this stllte. with fewer 
streams to be crossed and without. encountering any of t1H1l1e diffi('ultit>s which 
would tend to increase the length of the road. 

Your memorialists therefore ask such a donation of land l~'ing within thl' 
state as may be deemed right and proper to aid in the construction of this 
work so important to the interests of the country .. which will be so convenient 
and useful to the genetal government, hut ,vhieh th(' unaioNl r('~Ol1r(,f'lI of 

our people are at this time unable to accomplish. . 

lle .. ,oZ1Jed by the General AssembZy of the State of 100}(I, 

That a copy of the foregoing memorial be forwarded to our senators and 
representatives in Congress with the usual instructions and requesta to use 
their influence and most earnest exertions to secure the object therein eOD· 

templated. 

Approved, February 4th, 1851. 

MEMORIAL NO.6. 

MILITARY ROAD. 

MEMORIAL to congress for the location and construction of military road from tile 
Mississippi river .to Fort Clark on the Desmoines river. 

Your memorialist, the general assembly of the state of Iow8. would respect· 
fully represent and request your honorable body to locail' and construct :I 

military road from Muscatine on the Mississippi rivl'r by way of Iowa Cit~· 
and Marengo, on the Iowa river. to Fort Clark on the Dl'smoinl"S rivt'r. 
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The construction of such a road would materially advance the' agricul­
tural interest and trade in that portion of the state through which such 
road would pass, and more .especially (,IIS(, and facilitate the transportation 
of military stores, munitions of war. I'll' .• from this point nn t.he Mississippi 
river to Fort Clark. 

Your memorialist would further pl'('Ill"nt that the town (If ){useatiue i .. 
the nearest point .on the ~Iississippi riwr lwlow the city of Dll BUqllP. which 
can be approached from Fort [:.!66J Clark, and for all /to\'ernment stores. 
munitions and troops necessary to b(' transported from any point on tht' 
lower :Mississippi, would in the opinion 9f your memorialist find this tht· 
nearest and cheapcst route to Fort Clark. 

Resolved, 

That the secretary of state be requested to forward one copy of this 
memorial to each of our senators and representatives in C'ongress. 

Approved, February 4th. 1851. 
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